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Robert Miller’s father, World War II veteran Herbert Henry Miller, died in 1994. A month 

later, Robert and his mother discovered the Red Cross diary he had kept while a prisoner of 

war in Nazi Germany. It became the catalyst for Robert’s quest to learn more about his 

father’s war.  

The result of that quest is this remarkable book, a story of terror, horrific despair, and Nazi 

depravity. But it is also a tale of survival against astonishing odds, of the deep bonds that 

develop between men at a time of war, and of choosing to leave hate behind.  

The gripping and heartrending story of Herbert Henry Miller’s war sheds needed light on issues that 

remain today at the forefront of our public discourse: the torture and treatment of  POWS and the high 

psychological cost to individual soldiers of going to war. 


